
BLM FISHERIES AND AQUATIC 
RESOURCES PROGRAM 
 

The Fisheries and Aquatics Program is responsible for the management and conservation of BLM aquatic 
habitats and the fish, wildlife, and invertebrates that depend on them. 
 

 
   Habitat Restoration  Fish Passage  Aquatic Invasive Species  Research and Monitoring  Outreach and Education 

 

PROGRAM ROLE: 
 Manage for the biological, chemical, and physical integrity and function of aquatic ecosystems 

 Manage for the natural diversity of aquatic biota and watershed functions  

 Manage habitat for native resident, migratory, and game species 

 Prevent and manage aquatic invasive species  

 Maximize and balance recreational opportunities and native fish conservation 

 Ensure full compliance with Federal Laws, Executive Orders, and Regulations 
 

RESOURCE PRIORITIES: 
1) Native Species.  Aquatic habitats and ecosystems supporting native, resident game and nongame 

species, including special status, anadromous and subsistence species. 
2) Game Species.  Aquatic habitats supporting desired nonnative sportfish. 
3) Other species of high scientific, social or economic value. 

 

 
 

PROGRAM APPROACH:  
 Protect, restore, and enhance stream, wetland and lentic habitats 

 Inventory, assess, and monitor aquatic biological, chemical, and physical characteristics 

 Protect, maintain and restore natural aquatic ecosystem function, connectivity, and processes, such 
as through fish passage and watershed restoration 

 Prevent the introduction, limit the spread of, and eradicate non-native aquatic invasive species 

 Enhance sport and anadromous fisheries by increasing habitat integrity and productivity 

 Increase the quality and quantity of recreational fishing opportunities on BLM managed lands 

 Assist in the recovery of threatened, endangered, candidate and other special status aquatic 
species and habitats 

 Facilitate restoration of riparian and wetland areas 

 Lead the BLM/Utah State University National Aquatic Monitoring Center (aka BugLab) 
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BLM AQUATIC LANDSCAPES 
BLM manages the Nation’s most ecologically diverse range of aquatic 
habitat, totaling more than 132,000 miles of fish bearing streams and 
rivers, over three million acres of lake and reservoir habitat, and 
nearly 13 million acres of wetlands.   
 

Several major river systems define BLM Aquatic Landscapes.  These 
include: 

 Colorado River (AZ, NM, NV, CO, UT, WY)  

 Rio Grande and Pecos Rivers (NM, CO)  

 Missouri and Yellowstone, and Platte Rivers (MT, WY, CO) 

 Columbia and Snake Rivers (OR, WA, ID) 

 Yukon, Unalakeet, and Gulkana Rivers (AK)  
 

LANDSCAPE RESILIENCY 
Healthy aquatic habitat and functioning watersheds provide clean 
water and resiliency during times of drought and climate variability. The Fisheries and Aquatics Program has 
defined and established management priorities for implementing actions for resiliency for aquatic species 
and habitats on BLM-administered lands. 

 Provide fish passage and stream network connectivity 

 Ensure adequate water quality and amounts quantity at appropriate times 

 Reduce nutrient loads 

 Limit the introduction and spread of invasive/exotic aquatic species 
 

2018 FISHERIES & AQUATIC EMPHASIS AREAS 
● PUBLIC LANDS SPORTFISHING  
● AQUATIC INVASIVE SPECIES 

● AQUATIC HABITAT ASSESSMENT, INVENTORY & MONITORING 

● NATIVE DESERT FISHES 

● VETERANS, YOUTH & FAMILY OUTREACH & ENGAGEMENT 

● AQUATIC ORGANISM PASSAGE & WATERSHED CONNECTIVITY 

● AMPHIBIANS & AQUATIC REPTILES 

● SALMON & STEELHEAD HABITAT IMPROVEMENT 

 

 FISH BLM
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